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4 HOLOHIOUS CASE OF XKIDKAPPING

In 1928, at the age of 16, I was actively engaged in politieal
activities, &5 & member of the Germsn Social Deaccratic Farty (SFD),
the "Reichsbanner, Schwarz=Rot-Gold" = g uvniformed Protection Guard
against Kazi-attacks, and the German 'Trade Union (ADLEB).

. This activity was directidd mainly against the Hazi-narty (NSDAP)
and their military, usolitical organisation, #Buch as the 5S4 and 53.
From 1927 until 1931 I was employed in the Hgtel Vier Jahrészeiten in
Munidi and had ample opportunity to obtain first-hand knowledge of the
Hazi Hierarchy, who often stayed at this hotel. Apart from Hitler and
Geering, they were party members like Hesg, FHeehm, Streicher,
Hanfstaengel and nany others. Hitler spent many houre in the tearcom,
conferring with Herr Bechstein, owner of the famous Bechstein Piano
Worke and financisl backer of the "Woelkischer Bechachter®, the daily
newspaper of the N5DAP, as well as with his dasughter, Frl. Fechstein,
who had feminine ambitions, not always apprecisted by Adeolf Litler,
especially at sueh times that the then famcus operetts star from Vienna,
Gretel Slezak, was snpearing in the Gsertnerplatz Theatre and staying
in THoom 20% at the hotel. GSvery day Gretel Sleszak received a bunch
of red roses from 4dolf Hitler, which she did not greatly appreciate,
as she neither liked him, nor kepnt pre-arranged dates with him.

Hauptmann Coering took stimulstdng drugs and spent many hours
gazing into a larpge log-fire, which Headwaiter Tuchs had te builld up
for him epecially. This staring into tne burning and crackling noise
must have been an inspiraticon to him later in the Reichstagsfire.

Trnet Roehm and Hess had long Conferences with the Italian
emissaries from the Duce, such as Daroness Hartogensis, Count Hocca
and the militant Hajor Grawmaccini. Streicher was never & welcome
arrival, meinly because of his public behaviour and his blunder, when
he cglled foreign guests "International Jews", who turned out to be
infiuential Greeks and were offended. At that time Antisemitism was
only meant to rcuse the anger of the rabble in the street. Hanfstaengel
used the hotel zs a nunting ground for his homosexual desires, as wesll
ag for political intrigue.

I left the hotel in 19%]1 zand then worked as a waiter on the
Miitropa" Speicewagen Co. and again had many opportunities to watch the
human weaknesses of the new Nezi leaders. In 1953 I got the chance
to visit places outside Germany. I now read newspapers and listened
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to Lhe radio in other countries and becane more than ever determined
to keep my political beliefs 2nd to act en their behalf, We often
ztayed overnight and whilst other members of the crew singled out
their wariocus pleasure haunts, I spent a8 much time s possible with
come contacts I made and took sway with me leaflets and literature.

It was quite ezsy at that time to take them sboard the train, as the
customs ecntrol for us was oualy very superfieisl, Faturally these
illegal newspspers =nd leaflets were greatly appreciated by my friends

and in small cireles in and around Munich. But with the growing
demand the danger grew as well znd a certain negligence on my part - it
was so easy to cutwit the Nazis - must hsve marked me as a ciuprit.

4 friend of mine, who was a member of the Nazi-party, a "member
of convenience'", was told after a drinking session in the ""Neuaubin.er
Bierstueberl" that my name was on a list and I was to be arrested.
He told my father. I impedistely left hiéme and went on nmy season
ticket to Munich, but changed trains in Pasing for Augsburg, where I
walted next morning for the Munich - Huremberg - Eger express. A
restaurant car colleague, whom I told I wanted to visit a girl friend
in Eger but did neot want to pay the fare, hid me in the storeroonm.
We often did these favours for other colleggues, Harly next morning
the police csme to our house, but as I was not there, left a message
that T must report to the police station dmmediately upon my return.
As 1 was often away from home because of my work, they suspected nothing
unusual. Thue I had sn uneventful journey into Czechoslovakis snd into
exile.

Having made a legal entry into Czechoslovakisa with a German
pacsport was, of course, a dissdvantage, but eventually my contacts
snd special circumstances cleared away any deubts. Without work or
finaneial help, my life became a prim existence. 4 place to sleap
and some food were 211 T could hope for and this was provided by nmy
falling 111 &nd being tsken to a hospital. I wes able to prolang
ny stay there through new illnesses, an operation and finally working
in the ward and under De, Heller, who was a deciding facter for the
release of patients, In April 1934 I could no longer stay in the
hospitel and from then on matters improved considerably. I cbtained
financial and other assistance sand salthough the former barely paid
for my room, I was sometimes sble to obtsin work or to help friends
and had many invitstions for mesls, etc, I alec =uccgeded in helding
a job lor aboul%six months, until the Czech suthorities found ocut.
Olher similar cases were guite severely dealt with, but I gpot away with
a werning, mostly due to the inlervention of some party officials.

Contacts had to be estsblished azain znd a visitor from Germany
set the malter again in motion, I had to make a trip into Germany to
see two people from Munich and snother trip to Zayrisch Kisenstein to
guidea walusble contact across to GCzechosloveikia. At the same time

this meant making a reconnaissance for further activities along the border.
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About this time & msn called George Huber from Starnberg near
Munich contacted me. He wos a kitchen assistant in & “ditropa™ Dining
Car and called at the Volkshaus in liger to make my scquaintance. I
was in Ksrlsbad that day and he was asked to call zgain on his next trip.
On his cecond call I was present in the Volkshaus, but did not introduce
myself and left the talking to some 5.P.B. party nembers. The third
time he called we got together and his explanations - where he came
from, what he was doing snd why he was thrown out of the NSDaAP -

sounded alright, It was decided to give him the chance to prove his
sincerity and he was entrusted with some minor activities, all carried
out to the letter and zccepted to Munich. This went on for nearly

nine months and during the winter months the S5.P.D. in Munich paid
the expenses for his trip to Erer, because the seasonal run by Mitropa
was ended.

In the meantime my mother came to visit me, but upon her return
she was guestloned by the police. The excitement was too much for
her end she died two days later. i

The Munich leaders wanted to arrsnge a meeting of maricus
underground workers from ldunich with the political leaders in the
enigration and it was suggested that & conference should be held in
Neuern, about 12 miles inside Czechoslovekia, Prior to this meeting
G+ Huber was introduced to a Captain of the Czech Intellipgence, partly
to get & finzl scrutiny and partly from the point of view of reporting
the activities of certain Sudeten Germans, whe had to leave the CSR
because of unlawful behavicour, being members of the Henlein party.
Huober was finally cleared and practically lost to cur esuse, because
he mainly worked for the captain.

It was hoped that four men from Munich would taske part in the
Leuwern conference. TFwventually we were informed tiiat tiree would cone,
twof of whom were personally known to us. It was also decided that
I zhould preoceed to Zelezna Ruda, the Czech name for Hisenstein. I
left the train and walked to the staticn on the border - a 1% minutes!
wa lk. while T was waiting outside the station on the Czech side -
the station entrance was divided into half by wooden posts sbout 2 ft.
high, right across the strcet - I noticed some activity among civilian
and uniformed 85 men in the uistence, but saw nothing unusual in their

rresence.

My plan was to mingle with the crowd from the train - always
rather heawy on a Saturdasy - and let the contact men follow me into the
village of BEsyrisch Eisenstein and enter the C8R by a path, ss prewviously
done. The train arrived late and I wondered why no passengers came
through the station exit. I was just going to visit a station buffet
a2 few yarcs further inside the CSR, when I suddenly saw three hefty men
rughing cut of the station &nd greb me zbout 12 ft, inside Czechoslovakia.
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They immediately set upch me with knuckledusters snd rulbber truncheons
and & uniformed frontier policeman rushed out and pushed his rifle butt
inte my ribe. Gradually they dragged me nearer the border posts and

I clung to one with all the strength left in me. 4 Cegech policeman
intervened, but he was also knocked down (this made it into an
international dispute) and & lest final robust effort brought my
collapse and I was dragged along the road the conclude the kKidnapping.

Months later I reszlised that this was the luckiest day I could
wish for. The Gestapo bungled the job completely. A1l they had to
do was to let the people snd the contset out and I would have been on
Germah soil, where they could hsve arrested me without any inlernsticnal
complicaticons. From eyewitneas reports: Four men eventually
carried me down the road to the village and cutside a butcher's shop
they revived me with buckets of water, handcuffed me and set upon me
apain with their fists. After knccking we cut a few times the water
treatment was always applied. A woman bystander begged them to stop,
but they replied that it was not her business =nd she should move
nuickly, or she could keep me company. They left me lying on the
ground for a time, then a police car arrived to pick me up znd I was
moved to the police station in Eisenstein, Now they handcuffed my
hands on my back and the two guards now in charge of the room tock
an occasional backhand swivce at me, beczuse they had to be on duty
instead of enjeoying some festival in the next town. Iy face was
terribly swollen, my eyes prectically closed , my nose broken and
loose skin hanging down from my lips.

Two of the men originally dinvolved in the attack came back and
I gathered that the way they arrested me wes not very favourably
received by Gestapo Headguarters in Munich. This wes guite cbvicus,
as they blamed my resistance for Lhe attention this arrest had czused,
liow they started questioning me and I hsd great difficulty in answering
even the most harmless guestion such as name, age, ctc., becaise my
mouth and tongue were so badly swollen and I had the feeling of choking
myself. My inability to talk clearly wes tzken as a further
resistance to their guestioning and further blews followed each time.
On three more occasions I hsd to be revived, The last time I canme
te, I found mwyself in a lavatory on tie fleoor, my head hanging into
the pan sosking wet. I wae taken bsck to the room and & village
policeman came inm witn a botitle of iodine, very likely to patch my
fage up & little. Phis was resented by the Gestapo men and one of
them knocked the open bottle out of his hand. It landed in my face and
the iodine ran down my badly mauled face, giving agonising psin. My
hands were cuffed on the back and I had a tremendous urge to touch
my face. I shrieked and threvw myself forward into the stomach of one
of them. He must have thought I went berserk and delivered a blow
st my neck, whieh must have made me unconscious for msny hours.

After I came to, I noticed it was already dark and we were in a
car. Soon after deaving %isenstein, I was allernatively given heavy
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blows by the twe men and the chauffeur and only sIter he nesrly oan

off the rosd was he told to concentirate on driving and leave the
gsoftening up to them, Their blows were mingled with guesticns, which
I mostly ipnored, mzinly due to my condition and slso due to despair

at the hopeless situsation I was in. L they got no furtier, they
storped the csr in a lonely place, dragged me along the field to a tree,
put & rope round me and tied my head to the iree. From the car a bean
of light - a movable car lamp very likely - was dirvected at me and

ag I did not answer any questicns for the above-mentioned reasons, they
threatened to shoot me down. 45 I still kept silent,) they shot at

me, but very wide, quite obviously to Irighten me. If they had only
known how I welcomed a bullet at that time to end it all.

5till without focd or water, my condition was very poor indeed.
They must have realised this, becasuse as we were nearing :unich, they
stooped Lhe car again near a little river, one msn took a car rag, dipped
it into the water and ruobed my face down. Never had water tasted so
good, even if it was only a few drops that I sucked into my mouth from
the dirty oily car rag. They zlso washed some of the Blood off my
clothes, This early-morning wash brought some sense bsck to me and
I realised that if I ever got a break, I must concentrate on someé kind
of defence. Luckily the two men had fallen assleep and I had some rest
and peace to think.

it 5 a.m. we arrived in Munich and I was tzken to the \Jittelsbacher
Palais, which was the Headguarters of the Munich Gestapo. L guard of
58-men wss waiting for our arrivel. 4 1 was helped out of the gar,
a sundden black-out cccurred and after turhing round, I must have
fallen face-down cnto the gravel path, Imnediately the guard set upon
me again, kicking me with their heavy boots, but this time, the two
men who originally attacked me c¢ame to my help by holding the buards
back. They must have rvealised that with my hands tied in the bzek, I
was ouite unable to get up and also they m=y have had a little remorse
at what they had done to me, After all, they themselves were very
likely heading for some trouble For bunegling their job.

I was lifted off Lhe ground and marched along with the two men
helping me to elimb the stairs to the first floor, where the main

interrogation room was situated. Two different men appeared on the
scene and one of them took off my handeuffs, so that I could obey and
undress, My arms were completely numb and I was unable teo 1ift my

arm to unbutten my waistcoat - the jscket wss ripped to pieces anyway.
This wss taken for a refusal to co-operate and I received two more blows.
Full of rage I kicked out against the masn and, strangely encugh, the
other man held him back from throwing himself cn me in & rage of fury
and told me to sit down, He took the other man by Lhe =rm and pushed
him out of the room. Both disappeared and only the man who had
unexpectedly shown sere kindness cane back and helped me to undress and
completed a thorough scarch. I stood naked for about 15 minutes and
shivered with cold. I was teld to dress agesin and aiter a few
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preliminaries, I was taken by car to police hesdquarters. By the time
a further search had been made and a cell allocated to me and I had been
taken there, it was about 7 a.m.

I was very tired, but slecep did not come, so I kept thipking aleong
the lines of my defence. It was now Sunday mid-day snd L was given some
food for the first time, having hsd nothing to eat since early Saturday
morning. I vomited this up and the warder brought a bucket and water
to clean up. The strawbed was chained to thé woll snd one had either
to stand or sit on a =small stool in a very small cell. A1]1 that
fSunday and the next day I was free from guestioning. This was a lucky
break, because I used every minute to work out my statement and kept
repeating it hour after hour. Had they kepnt on beating me snd ssking

me questions, I might quite easily have Lroken down and compromised
myself all the way. Certain matters purzmled menall along sn0d I head a
feeling that either G. Huber or the Czech captain must have played a
deuble game. If it was the capiain, my vosition might not be completely
Iest if I played it right. If it was G, Huber or both, then thet wss
the end, whatever I ftried to say or do.

On Tuesday morning the interrogation started e=srly. I wag again
taken under guard to the Wittelsbascher Palais and Folice Commissar
Schmidt started the guestioning. (My two days' respite was due to the
Tact that Herr Schmidt wss cslled to BEerlin to explain the circumstances
of my arrest on Ceechoslovak soils) 1l stated that my pgoeing te the CSR
was actuated by my desire fto vigit a girl in Eger, whom I got to know

during my employment with Mitrapa. For monthns I was ill in hespital
and only well after my releasse did I mske contset with scome persons
politically opposed to the Ahikrd Reich. This graduslly developed into

some leaflet smupggling and talking to pecople ceming from Germany, or
having some connection there. 411 my actiwvities coculd be described zs
high spirited snd had no corganisation behind them. {This was true

a5 the Sudeten Cerman Sccialdemccratic party had held themselves apart
from the activities of the emigrants.) There were, however, funds
available to sssist persons like me and I had to have some assistance

to be able to live. I/laid the blame on & Crech captain who tried to
engage me in hie actiwities, but G, Huber deslt with this part and I had
nothing to do wigh it. {Ey this tiue 1t was c¢lear that &¢. Huoer was

an agent provocateur, 28 I had scen some reports handwritien by Huber on
some large files. If the captain wss in it too, then these two men
would be blamed dn full.) The interrcegaticrs went on day by day asnd
slways in the precende of Herr Schmidi and a woman secretary called
Fratrm. Herr Schmidt had not harmed me physically and sctually
apologised for the behavicour of the men in disenstein, but said chat
because of my resistesnce they lost their temper, especially as I had
injured ome man by biting bim-in the arm.

He zlso told wme that a certain interest had been aroused in the
Workd press about the kidnapping and that terrible lies were being spread
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in the newspapers, even that I had already been killed by the Gestapo.
ihis I poopoohed and asked whether I could see it. He promised %o do
s0 later, but at the moment he had a proposition to make to me. To
counteract these "lies" I should mske a statement over the radio,
silencing these allegations once and for all. I talked to him about
the merit of such a statement, which would, of course, prove that I was
5till alive, but nothing else. Cn my further request he showed me the
"Prager Tagblatt", which he described as a "Jewish lavatory paper!, but
only the headlines and nothing about my death. I realised that my
position was not as hopeless as it seemed and it gave me courage.

The statement T wss to have given personally over the radio ran

roughly as follows ;-

"l'o counterszet the impact of the wild propagands against the
Third Reich, I am perfectly willing to state that my treatment
is more than good, that no further physieal violence has taken
place after the first few minutes of my arrest, when I offered
strong resistance snd in doing so injured one of the members
of the Stsate police, doing his duty. I have seen the folly
of my sctions, fully regret them znd make good the terrible
harm I have done the Fztherland. I am fully aware that my
acticons demand severe punishment, but by mending my ways and
condemning the work of the traitors in Prague, I shall after a
time be allowed to join the Gereinschaft of the Third Reich.?

I bluntly refused to sign this statement znd althouzh a certain
pregssure was pst brought to hear en me - threats of resumption of
violeace, arrest of my :r‘l!ﬁ]..':,l‘tj_‘l.rlﬁ'S‘I bread and water for 2% hours evary

second day - this faded away and no more was mentiened, I was allowed
Lo spend some of the money I had nn me =nd the police gave me the
standard course operating en tsat day for Czech currency. This erabled

me to buy some cigarettes, twice some chocolate snd some fruit. My
only exercise was the transportstion to and from the Wittdsbacher Palsie
for interregation, alwaye with guards and with a cuperior.

Cne afterncon I was left alone in the rcom for a few minutes and
Frl., Fratz, the secretary who had first taken down everything in shorthand
and then typed in my precence word for word what wss said, told me
auite openly that I was poing to be sent beek to Czechoslovakia. I was
g0 taken sbhack that I nesrly fainted and zhe assured me Lthat it was true.
she seemed open snd honest encugh snd L always nad a feeling thzt she
felt a sense of shame and disgust at the way I was being treated. Her
soft voice never faltered snd there wess definitely some sympathy for
me and for the plight T wss in.

I had a feeling that they would try anything to mske me stay or
make it impossible for me to be returned to CSR. During a further
interrczation, which only lasted a few hours, I had to walk with a
oL 2N, He stopped and locked into windows, sat dowm on a bench
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opposite the famous Hegina Palast Hotel snd wade it pretty obvicus

that there were plenty of chances to escape. What he did not realise
was that I felt we were being followed by armed guards and they just
walted for me to make a false move. Hzd I tried to escape, they would
have shot me desd with the perfect excuse that I was a mfan in custody
trying to escape. I wonder even today whether Frl. Fratz knew of such
8 plan and by telling me of the intended release, warned me not to do
anything foolish.

The tiwe for my return came nearer snd efforts were being made

to force me to give another statement over the rzdioc to say that being

now inforwed of the circumstances, I preferred to stay in Germany.

They permitted a visit by Liesel Goessl, whom my parents hsd taken

inte the fagily as our sister. She was asked to bring fresh clothing,
. and SomHe so0ap. Until then T had had to go without. when Liesel saw

me, she fell round my neck and juickly whispered that Paps had also been

arrested, Go backl! Herr Schmidt's effort to bring my sister here

to persuade me to stey in Cermsny was not successful as Liesel, either

on purpose or otherwise, kept on crying and she wus led away. I asked

why I ecould not see my father and told them that this left me in some

doubt regarding his wellbeing, They refused, saying that according

te the rules, ne person who might in any way be connected with a

prisoner's activities, was allowed o talk with him. Thisy; of course,

was encugh to convince me that my father was under arrest.

I tas told te let a man shawe me, had a bath - the firast since

my impriscnment - and my suit wes mended and cleaned, I w=s put inte

a larger friendly cell with a little table and a stool inzide, soume

gmerican cloth on the table and a flower vase - but it was empty.

The cell did not have the usual terrible sanitary arrsngements and one

had to call for a warden to be led to the toilet. I was then

informed that I should ssk for the Czech Consul to sce me, to make a
. declaration in front of him that I wished to stay in Germany. Apain

I refused snd pointed ouf that Herr Schunidt was so eager to clear up

the cherges made szpsinst the Third Reich snd by this even more suspheion

would be arvoused , becsuse pcople abresd did not believe such voluntary

statements were given without pressure,

Hot to jeopardice my chsnces of safety, I then said that I really
thought me-best-wsy Lhe best way to end the matter would be if I

returned to Germany within three days of my liberation. This would give
me time to clesr up certain things znd would slso prove to the world that
Lhe Third Reich was lsw-abiding. To & certain extent I think T

succeeded with my stery, possibly too, becsuse the Gestapo had no other
way out anyway.

The day of my return-trip arrived. After s long wait in the
merning I was put into & high-powered liercedes and with wme were a Colonel
of the German Army in civilian clothing, an Oberregierungsrat from the
Foreign Office - special envoys sent from Berlin - Herr Schmidt and the
chauffeur. On the journey only lir. Schmidt talked to me, occasionally

uatos
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pointing out schievements of the Third Reich, Both high offiedals
T, ignored me and vractically also Herr Schmidt. In Regenshurg we made

a stop for lunch snd the two Berliners sat szt a separate table from us,
lesving Herr 3chmidt and the chauffeur with me in another corner.
“he chauffeur, who came from Berlin and wes going back the same day,

i had a lot to grumble about the sutocbahn and =5 he opened a packet of
cigarettes, some card fell cut showling a Geruan naval vessel. He

burst out laughing ard said: ™ihat a fake, this particular ship looks
gquite different from what you can see here." He knew, he lived in
Kiel and a brother of his was on this ship. I enjoyed this talk
immensely, but it was not to Herr Schmidt's liking.

At sbout 4.%0 p.m. we crossed the German border, entering a strim
. of nomants lsnd of about 300 meters. It was hard to believe that T

was slresdy ouiside German territory and a certain number of people
pathered st the Czech border seen in the distsnce, msde 1t real enough.
Suddenly the Colonel pave an order to stop snd naturally, I suspected
a last minute trap. I guickly surveyed the surroundings and my chances
of cscape which were alright, provided Lthe uen carried no arms. La
we waited on the road about 100 weters from the Czech border, some
Czech uniformed Offieial, accompanied by two [rontier guards, approached
us aud after assuring the German party that they were perfectly safe to
cross the border, did we get out of the esr and marched along towards

the bharrier. The Czech officisl, who was a member of the Czech Foreign
Office said jokingly: ™/e may be called Bohemisns, but we are not
Barbarians, This somewhat embsrrassed the Eerliners. We entered

the Czech Customs House, where guite a large gatrering of men in
uniform and civilizns was scsembled.

The Czechs offered the Gerugsas scme packsges of cigarettes but they,
having nothing to offer, at first refused the gift, saying that it would
not be zppropriate for them to accept zifts ifrom Czechs., ifter sone

‘ ridicule they accepted the boxes snd one was alse given to use by the
same Czech official,

The prepered statement was unscceptable to the Germans and asked
for ressons Lhey proclsimed: "Die Deutsche Regierung kaun Josef Lampers-
berper nicht ausliefern.m” {The German Government cannot hend-ever surrencer
Josef Lanmpersberger.) On hearing this, I moved a little closer to a
Czech police captain, fearing a lsst minute hitch. Being esked to
explain thie, they said: ‘Da J.L. Deutscher Staatsbuerger ist, xoennen
wir ihn nur uebergeben.™ {ig J.L. is a German citizen, we can only
hand him ever.) Ok well, who cared sbout the wording at tois stage -
so a new statement wss mzde, This was zgsin unacceptable, because
the position of the signstures would have put Germany under the
Geechoslovak signatures. ifgain it hsd to be rewritten snd each time
the ma®ber was discuesed on a direct line to Prague, Prague must have
been interested to get it all settled =nd said Q.K. to these trivialities.

At last the signatures were put on the statement end with a stiff

bow of gpood-bye - no h:ndshakes - the German party roved off into the
pouring rain, looking rather shamed znd humble. @ gpot inte some
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cars and the hidden guard went in three lorries sway with us intb TEer

and freedom.

The condition for my repatristion contazined the clause that
my release must not be used in any way as propsganda against ihe Third
Keich; to which the Czech Authorities agreed. This later had some
grave consequences for me. After a few more hours a car wes pul at
my disposal to take me to some Ifriends, On the way I read the headline
of a newspaper: "Laopersberger von den Toten suferstanden.! 1

.

resurrected from the dead.) I felt like agreeing with 1it.

Postscript: Two definite outcomes of this episcde in my life:

I am glad to report: Thaet my case of kidnapping was the only
politiesl succeas the Czech Government
echieved zgainst Nazl Germany.

I am neot so glad to report: ‘‘hat after 25 years I am still
under doctor's treatment to give me some
relief from wvery freguent znd very
‘sickening headsches,

Bridgend: February 19560 (signed) JOSEF LAMPERS BERGER
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