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THE TRUTH ABOUT "KATYN.™ .. i T e
Source: Genmaj. Rudolf von GERSDORFF, onstime G-2 of fentral Amy
Group on Russian Front.

The HKussian prosecution in the Nuremberg War Crimes Trial has
stated that the 10,000 Folish corpses dug up in the Spring of 1943
in a wood near Eetyn constitute a crime on the part of the German
Army. As evidence deposltions of Russian peusants and members of

8 Ggrman enginesr battalion, apparently Russisn prisoners of war,
are offered.

It is not my purpose to cast the slightest doubt on the wealth
of evlidence against the Nazl terror which has been offered during
this trial, sfnue I have at all times been convinced of the guilt
of the National Speialist reeime. On the other hand 1t would de-
preclate the valus of the evidence offered so far 1f an obvious un-
truth like the Russian aceount of Hatyn were to remaein uncontested.
The Nuremberg Trial is too important an event to be burdensed with
an open lis.

I was G-2 of the Central Army Group from 1942 to 1943. At the
beginning of September 1941 the HY of the Amy Group was moved from
Borisov to Erasny Bor neay Smolensk. A nelghboring village to
Kragny Bor is Gniszdovo. In the beglnning of 1942 a grave was
accldentally discovered in a forest about 2 ¥m away from Gnlezdovo,
Nazil propaganda latar Erafarrad to refer to "Katny" &s a name
easler to remember, although Katyn is a larger place some 4 to 5
Km away, It was also feared that the fact that there were pre=-
histar!a Hunnic graves near Gniezdove might provide material for
counter-propagande as casting doubt on the facts., The little
forest lay along the bank of the Dnleper river. In it was g
wooden villa which, according to the statements of the loeal POD-
ulétion, had been a rest home for politica]l Commissars from
Smolensk, and which, since September 1941 had been HO of the Army
Group's éignals Regimant ?eommanﬂad by Col. Ahrens). The HQ of
the A Group was in ocecupatlon of the Gniezdovo area uninterrupt-
edly 52{11 the late summer of 1943. It is absolutely impoassible for
the erime to have occurred during this period, aa 1t would have
been committed under the very noses of our Group. ¥ven if it had
been committed during the short perlod betwesn the capture of
Smolensk and the movement of the Army Group to the Smolensk area,
the commisasion of this crime could not have been kept a seoret from
the supreme military authorities, espescially if it had been the
work of a Germen army unit, &s the Russlans claim. The so-called
35 police raiders (BINSATZKOMMANDOS) were, to my knowledge, wlth-
drawn on orders from the Army Croup, at the time of the taking of
Smolensk., The 88 and Pollce commander in the reglon of our Army
Group was the then 83 Brigadefuehrer Nebe, a former officer and
eriminal law official who hsd been taken into the S8 when all
police funetlons were transferred to them and whose antipathy to
their methods and ideelogy appears from the fact that he ®rtieipated
in the 20 Jul 44 plot against Hitler, after raising many objections
o S8 atrocitiss., He was later dismissed from office. Nebe would
never ﬁa?a countenanced such a crime as the shooting of thousands
of Polish officers. In any case we should have had toc hear about it.

In the Spring of 1943, if I remember correctly, in March, the
Sgcretary of the Military Police (FELDPOLIZEISEXRETAER) Voss, who
was responsible for the protection and counter-intelligence
security of the H7, reported to me the following cirecumstances:
Some Polish volunteer auxiliaries had just arrived at the Eastern
Front and marched through Gniezdovo. ey enquired of the Russian
populetion, as they alwamys did, about the fate of Polish prisoners-
of-war from the 1939 fighting. Some inhabitants of Gniezdovo then

told them
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told them that early in April 1940 seversl trainloads of Folish
prisoners-of-war had arrived at Gniezdovo station and were marched
by GFU men from there to the woods 2long the Dnleper. This whole
area was strictly barred to outslders and wes known as an ex-
ecution ground of the GFU. 3Zhots werse heard all day long and
nothing was ever seen of the Foles afterwerds. The Polish vol-
unteers went into the wood snd dug under the younger trees (about
3 year growth). They dug up a mass grave, full of corpses in the
unifermsg of FPoliskh 0¥fi&ars. As they had to proceed with their
march they s8id prayers, threw the earth back into the grave and
set up & tall birchwood cross.

' I had the inhabitants then Iinterrogated under ocath, Thelr
statements fully confirmed the data alresdy recelved. I person-
ally saw many of these Russians and they repeatedly desgrihiﬂ
the affair in such & way that there was no question but that the
GPU had been responsible for the shooting., The c¢ase was reported
on through military channels end the Armed Forces High Command
(OKW) decided that the mazas graves should be opened in order to
identify the dead and inform their relatives. The Folish Red
gg in Warsaw was to take the main part. If it turned out that
the statements of the inhabitsnts were true then the case was to
be explolited for its propaganda value, The Army Group entrusted
the work of exhumation to the coroner (GERICHTSARZT) in the
Supply Services (OBERQUARTIERMEISTER) Divisipm, whose duty it was
to investigate alleged violations of the Geneva Convention. I
forget his name at the moment but he was a professor at Breslau
University who was & leading vhysielian in the Breslau Court Clinie
before the war. His name can be discovered by gquestloning the
then Army Oroup doctor, Generalstebsarzt Dr. Jaeckel, now in the
FW oamp at Allendorf in Hessen. This professor had an assistant
and a commlssion of four or five pecple from the Polish Red Cross,
including one or two doctors. The site was cordoned off and
guarded by FPolish volunteers. Then 4 mass grave was opened for
inspection in which were 5000 to 8000 corpses in 12 layers, one
on top of the other. All the corpses had from one to three pls-
tol-bullet holes in the baek of the head, There were bodles of
two generals, a Tew staff officers and enlisted men (clearly
orderlies) and all the rest were casptains and lieutenants of the
Fplish Army. The corpses were all decomposed but beocause of the
dry sandy soil and the uniforms they had held together and could
be carefully exhumed, examined end ldentified. The legal-medical
examination showed beyond doubt that the cause of death must
have occurred about three years earlier. This was confirmed
by the tree-growth (BAUMWUCHS) over the graves which was es~
tablished indisputably by Russian and German forestry experts as
three years old. On the corpses were found all thelr papers
and a large amount of paper money (zlotyz). No valuables were
found except amulets under some of the shirts, a general's cigar-
gtte case and a few rings. Among the papers discovered wers
letters from relatives which the officers had received during
captivity, and numerous diaries. The letters dated from 1939
and the beglnning of 1940. If the Nuremberg International Tri-
bunal wants to gueation the relatives of the vietims of "Katyn"
they can ask them when their postal contaot with the prisocners was
interrupted. The disrles recounted the dally life of the dead in
deteil. All these papers were either preserved by the dry sand
or made legible by the application of chemicals., From these
dlarles it appeared that these officers were the bulk of those
taken by the Ruasians when they marched into Poland in 1939.
After several intermediate stops they were brought to a former
monagtary in Eosiolsk where they seem to have received correct
treatment, They thought of nothing of course but their future re-
lease and return to Foland and thought thelr relesse was imminent
- when at the
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when at the end of March 1940 they suddenly entrained and moved
westward towerds Smolensk., Some of the dlarles continue until =
few minutes before the shootine and state they stopped for a long
time et a little station behind Smolensk (Oniezdovo} were dls-
charged from the train and taken in black closed vehlcles to a
nearby wood., They still did not suspect what was in store for
them until their valuables were taken from them, when diary
entries show they knew they were going to.be shot. All these
dlaries end in the first April days of 1940.

Two more graves were dlscovered, also by looking for places
where the tree-growth was three ysers old. In one grave many
bodies were found with the hands tied behind their backs, and
others with clothing pulled sround their hesds. These men were
elearly people who had been gullty of reslstance.

The propagandistiec exploitation of the case was entrusted to
the propagenda detachment under Major Xost, who came under the
commend of the commander of the communications zone behind the
Center Army Croup, Ceneral von Schenkendroff. Deputatlons and
nnmmgasinnu ceme to Smolensk to view the site, without any
special explanation or accusation being given., Among the
visitors were the Arghhishor of Cracow, a commission of neutral
news correspondents, a uommfasian of neutral legal-medicine
experts, 8 Red Crgss commission, deputations of Pollsh PWs, of-
ficers and M, and deputations of British and Amerlican PWs.

Bpeeclial importance and evidentlal value attached to the
visits of the legal physiclans who voluntarily made dissections
of the bodies. For all itz horror the event was an orportunity
never likely to be reveated, Tor soientifie study. They all
conourred thut the deaths had oceurred three years previously.
The commlzsion comprised mfmbara from Switzerland, Holland,
Hunﬁary Norway, France, Pinland &e (sie). The only name I re-
member 1s that of the Swiss representative, who was called
elther Prof. Niville or Miville and came from Berme. The White
Book published st the time by the German Foreign Office will give
all the nemes. The Nuremberg Tribunel could at any time summon
these forelgn doctors to testify. Of the PW deputations I re-
member only that one of the Tnglishmen in Smolensk was member of
the British foothall eleven.

All the visitors to "Katyn" were clearly Iimpressed ard com-
pletely convinced by the abundance of testimony that the shoot-
ing had occurred at the beginning of April 1540 and was the work
of the GFU. BREven those who come fortified agalnat beins fooled
by smart propaganida found 1t impossible to sxplaln away the evi-
dence as based on any possible trickery. - -

Everyone who saw the bodles and the moving documents of these
men esn have no doubt that the shooting of these Polish offlocers
oecurred long before the German invasion of Russla,

A %ptal of 4000 to 5000 bodles were ldentiflied. The warmer
waeather made it imperative, for ressons of hygiene, to suspend
the work,; which was %o be resumed in the fall. By that time cir-
cumstances on the front had changed, Smolensk was too near the
enemy and the Army Grsup HQ was moved to the reglon of Orscha.
TE& two generals were buried in two single graves, The rest of
the bodlea were properly re-interred in new graves. Meanwhile
another mass grave was dlscovered about =3 large as the firat, so
that the estimation of 10,000 to 12,700 bodies 1s certainly not
too high. The entire handling of the crse was conducted along
military and selentific lines. No Natlional Soclalist Party or
83 autrority had at any times any influence over the procsedings,
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L yapeet in elosing that I @m aware that the erime of Cnlezdovo-
Xg T )

 has been surpassed many many times by the murders of Jews and
other Nazi orimes, in particular the concentration camps, but I

am equelly sure that the Polish officers were never shot by German
hands, still less by members of the German Army.

(Hote by CO:

German Foreign Office -- 2 volumes on subject, nothing astounding
E&&tad 1947

Miorofilm in Dept. if War Dept. wants.)
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