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Extract from Interrogation of Generaloberst Blaskowitz,

CCPWE Nr.32/D1-43, dated 28 Jul 1945;

"Another incident which might have hampered his career occurred
in Nec 39 when he decided to send his Deputy C/8 (Cbherquartier—
meister) Golonel Jaesnecke to von Brauchitsch toreport on the
raids and deportation of Jews conducted by the 88 in Poland.
[...] Blaskowitz's reporl became a matter of general knowledge
among the Officer's Corps in the Western Zone,. Therefore, in
spting 40 von Brauchitsch summonediall Brmy chiefs stationed in
the West to Keobhlenz, Source was also present. ®&non Brauchitsch
took up only general subjocts. / However, in the evening Himmler
made a thirty-minute speechin which he sought to give the
reason for his drastic action in Poland, though he did not justify
them. Actually Himmler neéver mentioned Poland by name during
his speech. but referfed %8 "occupled areag, Yet since Poland
was the only one at that time it was very apparent that he was

referring to 1t."

[Source: David Irving, file;
.5, famy Interrogations, vol. I,

p. 198]
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Col.Gen. Johannes BLASEOWITZ, Comdr of the
8th Army in Poland; Comdr in Chief Zagt 1940;
Comdr lst Army in France 1941-44,

8 September 1945
USFET - HISC

Brig.Gen. R.G.Brcék ; Dr.George N. Shuster
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The Polish Campaign

I. The French Resistance llovement
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I. [THR'BOLISH CAPATGH

How far did the non-azecression rpact with Russia
the war with Poland or atfect that war 2

The war with Poland would nrobably hawve come re-
with Russia simply accelers
the war I did not know that the

1%t and that

ted natters.
uggians
we would meet them in
Generals about any political
fussia's entry into the war was a gurprige for

L ="
all of a sudden that the Russians wers on the move,

Did you czlculate on she Poles withdrawing ¢

Ko, althourn mllitadly they ought to hove re-

r. 1t is always a hard military Ge-

©o make, do sacrifice sround, 4sain the Poles

der their war industry. They had a Aighly developed
in the Sen region, Toey slso reckoned thai they

our flank and hence have an opportunity 4o carry
cernany, Ve alwoys considered this bossibility.

iag for pressure on this flank ang were very much

cuation toward Wersaw. I
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M MHare as can apmicnees of catile. Mo ':'lllhrr Battls the Tolas va

went beyond my actusl orders and H”ﬁe a rsnid advance, By thus
occupying the railroad lines I brouzht their entire transport
system to 2 stendstill =nd the Poles had either %o attack or
nroceed on foot, Lﬂer then retreated into the foresta mo as

To launeh an attack from thers. It struck me that we had to¥en
very many prisohers and I could not undsrstand where they/all
came Trom, We also got 1OG 000 PWs norih of the Vistualhand
&Jain did not kﬂ@d fron where, untll I then ascertained®thde
they all came from the sirong Posen Army. Iy flank wag Wezy
deen and my IiraJ Division was also muci: exuosed.

The Polish border fortifications in the Vestg.fo our
surprise, were poor and obsolete. Neor Warsaw Lhey Were a
PFirat Vorld Var construciion. The suburbs of Varsawlhsd been
incorporstaed intu tnese fortressea end hence these auburbs he-
came main defsnse gonss,. For this reason wu became involved in
difficult street ILrnth&. L had 150 batteries 6T art Lllury sat
up in thege suburvs and flred on the clty. I was later informed
by the Polish commender that he had been ordercd by hia Comran—
d;na General to hold Varsaw. 1% was clesr fo/mé that they had
no idea of the senersl situztion.

T knew General von Friisch very well pepsonally. T kmow
that he took over a division at the beginming of the Polish

campéign. In this position hae was serlously wouwnded in the
bhﬂk ol the nead during a Polish ambush and died of loss of
blood. I could well imagine that he sought a soldier's death.

QUESTION : Were the fortiflcatiens of the West Wall very
stronz? Do you think that they would have been iwnre”ngbleq

BLASECWITZ: I wvisited the VWesl Wall once in jdurust 1938 and
ins Pﬁcbuﬂ The fortifigaﬁions from the llogselle to as far as
Karlsruhe, They were guiies god,"very strong and untoda,&.
The Wesh Wall hed thae fol;OWJn" advantazes: 1) Separa
installations were construetedy main stronz points: E} they
wera very well adapted tol $he terrain all alonz the line . d
they were not in a single ldinie but in waves; 3) they had the
proper depth, and were difgonally as well as lineally planned,

QUISTION : Was theleonsztruction of the Vest Wall in any we
connected wivh the Meginod Line, or influsnced by 1t7

SLASKCOWITZ: Certailnly 'we leearned about it. Ons GGU¢d also even
o8 Da';;ptloﬁd 8aC geproductions in the newspespers. Thsn ve

were aldzsd by ghe ZFDerisnces of & four year war of nosition.

T wes in feot the firss 4o have rear trenches constructed in
the lest war.

QUISTION : ¥ Were the Poles not well eauipped 7

ELASKOVITAy, Wo. With the To1cs 1t vwas certainly 2 matter of men

and money. “ur e young cow ntry TPoland had achieved much, A lot

£

of setilement had ioksn place in the new territoriss. They hed

built M lroads in Upper ull-ul-, had %o consiruct new voria ete.

iorr or the

Leter on JLHJ vwould neve got arownmd %o the fortificat
8 Brs coi-

couwliry. Secondly, I doubt wnether fixed fortraaae

7

genlsl gto the Polilsn menﬁalii* Ine Pole is a soldier of novement

A

for-example at Rotnow he ceame up with quite lar-e cavlry lformatione

CRey mers good men bhut Gﬂmlu maxe ne Jdeuay asninst rmy cor-
donthy forces.

QUESTION :  YWas there any Pifth Colurm in Poland?
DLASEQWIYZ: Yo, I never come acress any. OF course thers were

Coermans tncre but they were all very much intimidated, Assin, th-

whole cauneign ended feo raﬂi’ly e were only held un by refus

=
228

w%o f1ied beoen driven oulb onuo tu; main roads by sens elass evoeun-
lon orders. We hald %o choese these’peopls into the ¢L31¢¢ to open

ﬂﬁ the roads. Then the Pole carrics everything ne has with hi;,
1
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according to nlan v

T Kotnow., It lasted 3thres days
and really had ua h: very much whether we could

a0ld or not., Ve kent caking ourselves how we should fare when w
thrust throuszh the border position. I was amazed thatevervihiagz
went so fast a 50 snmoothly. I was very surpriszd oo when nobhl-

- i
ne happenecd ai
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QUUSTION : ‘Yha% did you lsarn from the Polish compaizn? DidNgou
caanze any of your doctrines as o result of i%7

BLASLOWITZ: Yes, a greater spreadin: out of the infzntre, end
she ing.pendent envloyment of armored units. T had toeact wery
carafully with vegard to the infantry. I had newly orfouized
divisions withoui reserve divisions. The ecdres wero from the
100.000 pan Army. ALL the other officers amd HCOas were 9ld come
bet veterans of the last War. I had Leniwehr divisions. These
peosle had had no maneuvers and adliered to their old type of
fighiing.

Qur artillery units were s+ill horse—draune The motorizing
of the fechnical units was only carried out alter the Polish came
paign. |

fhe mein thing we learmed was how to fizht with armor.

Our office g were all =xcellent. They were derived fron
The 100,000 ian Army inwhleh had been iniroduced the plen of
ettaching offlcers %o &if’erent wmits sueccedsively. Hence an
officer new immediately what wag £0ing on when he eame into
8 new branch, He could asnce clso ==t @ 7o0d genersal pieture,
Ve alzo had air lisigon officers in Hhe Tront lines and enjoyed
exeellent ecooperatlon from the AlrFPorce,

We could not have fought 1f the Gzechs and Poles had been
together, or if the French and British had fouzht at the same
vilme as the Poles. A .

hs Czech is a very good sgldser.lie is tough, abstemnious,
inselligent, calmly-caleulating ¥et fanetical, The Cgech Armyr
wag a good Army. They would have bFeen harder to beas than the
P’D s

W

Ko, I had no idea of the Invasion of Bohemia. Vhen T drove
cut in the morning, my chauffeur szsked me how long we would be
on tne road and for how meny.dzys he should prepare, I told nim
we would be back by evenimg, 80 I had no presentiment of whnt ves
really happening. Ve had en agresmsnt with the Government snd T
did not Interfc e in sewePnment matters, but simply seaw to it

that securiiy was guaranfeed. Iverythinz was very colrly received
by the ponulation foo. e also had no cases of scbotaze,

QUZSTION @ Did you enter Poland because it was plamed to con-
duct wor later sgainst Ruasise?
BLASKOWITA: Naf Tne Tolish copalsn wes & purely Polish metter,
lassla had ten wusvally strong zerrison in Polend. She had
alsc demomded She 'so-colled free zons or "o man's tand", The
susslons Jelded the woods for miles so 2g 40 have a 5004 onpor-—
Tunivy of ‘ebscrvation, I don't lmow if the Russisns wented to
erecy this into a juuping—off voint bus it is a possibility.

MET T MIAET AT L A | T T
II. THE FRENCH RESISTANOR 1LOVIiENT

QULZSTION: "Did the Freneh Resisitance Meoeveweont Zive you much trouble?

&

sLABROWIf4: Such thinge are never vewry pleasant, Tt led to mpleo=
stmi Incidents sven earlisr but after the invasion i1t beceme e¢g-
pecimlly noticegble,
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I also never had encuzh troops in order %o fight them
effectively. I had "rolling commendoa" set up. These are
the best tning in en eocfupation. If anything goes wrong the
are immediately rushed to ihe spot., I orzanized it on £fhe Jines
of firve-fighters: 1f there waz a big "fire!, T sent agatrong
detachment. These commandos had all fo be hignly nobile,
well armed and of courss, all moioriszed.

I had security guerds on the main highways, raidroasds and
bridgee, A Bmoothly fwnictioninz sisnul sesup 1s essexgtial $o
such cormando tescticeg, The Imfiwaife had to be gsinildarly or-

canized. We conld, for exanmple, issue orders from the sir.
After wne invesion,

of ecourse, the ragisimfce zot out of
hand. For then there wgzs trouble brewing in every nook and

corner. 'The French could have done nothing gnythelir ovwn; that
iz absolutely certain.
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