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EHRI Transnational Workshop Call for Applications
Documentation as Resistance:
Methodologies for Reconstructing Early Postwar Transnational Jewish Knowledge Networks

1-2 December 2026
The Wiener Holocaust Library, London
29 Russell Square

Deadline to Apply: 24 August 2026

Background

The years immediately following the Holocaust witnessed an extraordinary effort by Jewish survivors,
refugees and exiled intellectuals, and other activists to preserve evidence of destruction and establish
historical truth. Recent historiography has challenged earlier assumptions that the postwar period
represented a moment of silence or rupture, instead demonstrating the extent to which survivors
engaged in documenting, collecting, publishing, testifying, and institution-building immediately after
(and in some cases even before) liberation. Although these activities can be framed as commemorative
or restorative impulses, they also represented sustained efforts to resist the destruction of evidence and
memory itself and to establish durable foundations for future scholarship and justice. Documentation
was therefore a form of intellectual and cultural resistance to the aims of the Nazis and their
collaborators of destroying not only a people, but traces of their existence.

Recent scholarship has also highlighted that early survivor-documenters developed conceptual
frameworks and methodological approaches, for example, the collection of eyewitness accounts and
testimony, ‘history from below’, commissioning reports, or running essay competitions, that anticipated
many later developments in Holocaust research. Through historical commissions, documentation
centres, archives, trial investigations, and publications, they created transnational networks of knowledge
production extending across Europe, Israel and beyond. These networks did not disappear with the
transition from survivor-led initiatives to more academic institutions; rather they evolved and became
embedded within emerging centres of Nazi era and Holocaust research, including institutions such as
the Wiener Library, the Institut fur Zeitgeschichte, and other documentation initiatives that mediated
between wartime evidence-gathering and later scholarly infrastructures.

Yet despite the emergence of a large body of scholarship that is now conceptualised as ‘aftermath
studies’, these networks can only be reconstructed through a transnational approach because the
documentary traces of early Holocaust knowledge production are inherently dispersed across institutions
and national historiographies, and many of the methods through which knowledge circulated, collections
were assembled, and evidence was authenticated remain insufficiently understood. No single institution
or national historiography preserves these networks in their entirety.
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About this workshop

This two-day workshop explores how such networks may be reconstructed and analysed through
innovative scholarly, archival and digital methodologies, treating documentation both as historical
evidence but also as acts of resistance and forms of knowledge production. The aim is to develop
methods for researching transnational Holocaust documentation networks using new technologies and
methods and facilitate transnational knowledge exchange.

Research questions for the workshop:

How can we reconstruct fragmented transnational knowledge networks?

How do archives preserve material and other traces of intellectual collaboration and exchange
across borders?

What are new methods for reuniting dispersed collections?

How do we centre archives/collections themselves as historical actors?

This workshop applies EHRI core mission to overcome archival fragmentation to early documentation
projects, their role in shaping later knowledge about the Holocaust through safeguarding of collections
as well as developing archival, research and other methodologies developed and enhanced over the last
several decades. The workshop approaches archives not solely as repositories but as historical actors
that shape the production, circulation and preservation of Holocaust knowledge through institutional
practices and collecting priorities.

What to Expect at the Workshop
The workshop will take place over two days, with the first day focused on case studies, and the second
day focused on digital and other methodologies.

1.) Day One of the workshop will locate Jewish knowledge networks in a variety of institutions through
case studies, which will include (but are not limited to):

The history of the Wiener Library and its emerging networks and its post-war projects;
The work of the Polish Research Institute (P1Z) in Lund, established in 1940 to collect
material regarding the Nazi occupation of Poland and the postwar involvement of both
Jewish and non-Jewish Poles in gathering eyewitness accounts of survivors.

e The Leibniz Institute for Contemporary History (IfZ) in Munich, one of the earliest centres
for the systematic study of National Socialism and its crimes.

Case studies will set the frame for investigating broader methodological questions concerning the
circulation of knowledge, the movement of documents, collaboration across Cold War divides,
and the relationship between archives, historians, and emerging institutions of Holocaust
research.
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2.) Day Two of the workshop will explore combined historical and digital methodologies on Jewish
documentation networks, dispersed archives, and postwar evidence circulation. It will enable new
uses of linked data in order to trace relationships between split collections and identify hidden
institutional connections. It will combine short methodological presentations that focus on the
application of different methodologies to better understand early Holocaust knowledge networks,
using approaches such as social and cultural network analysis, gender, sociology of knowledge,
archival biographies, and digital tools for correspondence archives.

We welcome papers and/or demonstrations that explore examples of the following
methodologies, though we are open to other suggestions, especially those that can contribute to
relevant case studies for Day One with methodologies to be explored on Day Two and that can
be replicated collaboratively on site.

These include but are not limited to:

Social network analysis for Holocaust archives

Mapping correspondence networks

Reconstructing archives across multiple repositories and linking dispersed collections
Prosopographies of refugee scholars/documenters

Metadata harmonisation across institutions and significance

Who can apply

We invite applications from historians and other scholars, archivists, and digital humanities scholars and
specialists, at all career stages. Participants will be chosen according to their familiarity with and
commitment to advancing EHRI’s mission, the fit of the proposed presentations in terms of both subject
and methodological relevance for the workshop, and the reputation of the institution that the participant
represents.

We welcome proposals that focus on case studies of early documentation networks and/or particularly
on methodologically innovative solutions for linking dispersed archives through the methods outlined
above. We aim to reflect the transnational aims of the workshop by selecting participants representing
different geographies, disciplines, and methodologies, and we will favour applications for presentations
and/or demonstrations that rely on interdisciplinary approaches.

Funding

All participants will receive a subsidy for 2 nights’ accommodation in London up to 120 Euro per night,
and partial travel subsidy (up to 300 Euro). Lunch during the workshop and one dinner will be provided.

Applicants must book their own travel and reimbursement will be provided within 6-8 weeks after the end
of the workshop. Selected applicants must participate in both workshop days in order to receive
reimbursement.
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Application Instructions and Deadline

All applicants must complete the form: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/\WHL2026 (or scan below). This
form includes uploading a short biography (less than 250 words) and an abstract of the proposed paper,
presentation or demonstration (less than 250 words) as .pdf attachments.

E Submit your application by 24 August 2026. Questions may be directed to EHRI-
i e p  UK@wienerholocaustlibrary.org. Applicants will be notified of the results of their
application by 18 September 2026.

EHRI National Nodes involved: EHRI-UK; EHRI-DE; EHRI-IL; EHRI-Sweden
Organisers:

Christine Schmidt (Wiener Holocaust Library, London); Stefanie Rauch (Wiener Holocaust Library,
London); Dan Stone (Royal Holloway, University of London); Andrea Low (Leibniz Institute for
Contemporary History); Johannes Meerwald (Leibniz Institute for Contemporary History); Victoria Van
Orden Martinez (North European Center for Research on Antisemitism and the Holocaust, Lund
University); Henrik Rosengren (North European Center for Research on Antisemitism and the Holocaust,
Lund University); Amir Teicher (Wiener Library for the Study of the Nazi Era and the Holocaust, Tel Aviv);
Laure-Line Yehuda (Wiener Library for the Study of the Nazi Era and the Holocaust, Tel Aviv)
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